Wapke Feenstra finished in 1991 a post-graduate at the Jan van Eyckacademy, Maastricht NL. She lives and works in Rotterdam NL. Her work explores the direct physical and mental environment by tapping into local knowledge. During Manifesta 1 she was one of the initiators of the platform NEsTWORK. In 1998 she started up the first digital story collection called Verhalen van Dordrecht, which is run by citizens and still active. With Antje Schiffers and Kathrin Böhm she founded myvillages.org (2002). In 2007 myvillages.org did a residency at Grizedale Arts UK and since 2008 they cooperate in International Village Kiosk, a rural trade network. Wapke Feenstra’s work can pop up as e.g. a travelbook (The Best Place 2007), a digital tree collection (www.webxylotheek.nl) or in a museum collection (SPOT 2001-2002, Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam NL). In 2008 she developed Former Farmland; a new track in the intermingling of different cultural platforms. Former Farmland was realised for Expo 08 in Saragossa ES and Ars Electronica Festival 08, Linz AT. In 2009 a third version of this project will be made for the Edith-Russ-Haus in Oldenburg DE.
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